The Marjorie Sawin Canary Fund

About the Fund’s Inspiration

The Canary Fund was established in memory of Marjorie Sawin, a former high school English educator and media specialist at Lincoln High School in Lincoln, Nebraska from 1957-60/1975-1994.   A graduate of the University of Iowa in 1953 and an early career teacher at Storm Lake, Iowa from 1954-1957,  Mrs. Sawin believed education was a vehicle for personal emancipation and productive citizenry.  She always maintained teaching was an honorable profession, where a teacher’s passion and dedication to realizing excellence could make transformative impact in the lives of students. 

She and her husband, Dr. Carroll Sawin, Assistant Superintendent of Personnel for the Lincoln Public Schools from 1963-1994 were committed to early career teacher development and enriching professional development opportunities.  When describing promising early career teachers, the “canary” referent symbolized their exceptionality.   The canary also was referenced by Dr. Don Clifton and Dr. Bill Hall in their groundbreaking work toward selecting quality teachers.  Selection Research Institute (SRI, now part of Gallup) was influential in the Lincoln Public Schools’ staff selection from 1965 to date. 

The canary is a songbird known for its illuminating yellow appearance, but one has to search for it and listen to its unique song.   So filled with light, canaries were used as reliable guides assisting coal miners as they navigated complex lives underneath the earth.   It is our hope the Canary Fund offers beneficial support for recipients’ navigational efforts as they illuminate education with their excellence.

The Fund’s Goal:  

To benefit and support professional development experiences for current students and teachers including but not limited to visiting scholars, speakers, conference attendance and all costs associated with conferences and mentoring programs in the Department of Teaching, Learning, and Teacher Education, with preference given to English education students and teachers.

Applicants/Nominees must be:
*An undergraduate or graduate student in the University of Nebraska-Lincoln’s Teaching, Learning, and Teacher Education program (with preferences given to English Education students) making excellent academic progress.

*An in-service English teacher who is traveling to a professional conference where a paper is accepted for presentation and/or the teacher is earning esteemed national/international recognition for teaching excellence.

Application Process:

*Complete application (on page 3 & 4 of this document)

*Return the completed application to the TLTE chair, Dr. Lawrence Scharmann, by the appropriate deadline:  
October 1st for fall conferences
January 15th for spring conferences
Review Process:

Applications/nominations will be reviewed by TLTE faculty representatives.  Awards will be made based on the merit of the request, the relative merit of the conference, the student’s academic progress, and the availability of funding.  The maximum amount awarded to one individual is $500 for national conferences and $1,000 for international conferences.

Submit completed applications to:

TLTE Department Chair

Dr. Lawrence Scharmann

118 Henzlik Hall

City Campus   68588

               Teaching Learning and Teacher Education (TLTE)

                    Fund for Professional Conference Leadership
                                                     Application 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Major/Specialization _______________________________________________________________________

Degree Sought (if applicable): ______________________________________________________________

Workplace/School _________________________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________

E-Mail___________________________________________ Phone: _____________________________________

Name of Conference (no acronyms)_______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Sponsoring Organization (if not apparent): ______________________________________________

Location (City, State, Country) _____________________________________________________________

Dates: ________________________________________________________________________________________

This group meets?  ____________Annually _________Biannually?  ______Other ______________

Scope:  ________Regional       __________National     __________International

Estimated Trip Expenses

Airfare                                                                                                         ________________________

Mileage                                                                                                       _________________________

Ground transportation (taxi/bus to/from airport/hotel)         __________________________

Lodging                                                                                                       _________________________

Meals                                                                                                           _________________________

Registration Fees                                                                                     _________________________

Materials and Supplies                                                                          _________________________

TOTAL EXPENSES                                                                                   _________________________

Applicant Signature:  ______________________________________________________________________

Date: ________________________________________________________________________________________

                                           Application Continued

Candidate’s Statement Guidelines

Attach a SINGLE PAGE to this form with:

*the title of your presentation
*the names of all the authors in the order these were submitted to the conference sponsor—and put an asterisk after the name of the actual presenter(s)

*a brief description of:

        *the research to be presented and your contribution to that research

        *the format of the presentation (ie. paper session, roundtable, poster session, 

          workshop, etc.)

        *the relative significance of the conference you wish to attend

In addition, solicit a brief recommendation letter describing your professional contributions/accomplishments and relative merit of this conference.

Submit the application and the above to:

TLTE Department Chair

Dr. Lawrence Scharmann

118 Henzlik Hall

City Campus   68588
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