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Speech-Language Pathology Faculty

Bernthal, John – Professor, Chair of the Department and Director of the Barkley Center: phonological disorders; administrative and professional interests

Beukelman, David – Barkley Distinguished Professor: augmentative and alternative communication; motor speech disorders; cleft palate

Carrell, Thomas – Associate Professor: speech science; speech perception

Clark, Brenda – Lecturer: articulation and speech sound disorders; child and adolescent language and literacy disabilities; autism spectrum disorders

Cress, Cynthia – Assistant Professor: augmentative and alternative communication; language development and disorder; early intervention

Davis, Alicia – Lecturer: language and literacy; adolescent and adult language/learning disabilities

Farrand, Diane – Lecturer: language and literacy; craniofacial disorders; aural rehabilitation

Green, Jordan – Associate Professor: speech physiology; speech development; qualification of speech performance; speech and swallowing development in children

Healey, E. Charles – Professor: stuttering and fluency disorders; voice disorders

Hogan, Tiffany – Assistant Professor: early identification and treatment of reading disabilities; preschool language disorders

Hux, Karen – Associate Professor: aphasia; cognitive-communication deficits

Menefee, Kevin – Senior Lecturer: clinical and school psychology; educational and psychological evaluation, intervention, and consultation

Morehouse, Toni – Lecturer: phonological and motor speech disorders in children; early intervention

Prentice, Carrie – Lecturer: augmentative communication and assistive technology for children and adults; child and adult developmental disorders; adult acquired neurogenic communication disorders; cognitive-communication disorders
Rupp, Dyann – Lecturer: childhood apraxia of speech; AAC

Sanger, Dixie – Professor: child and adolescent language development and disorders

Scheffler, Marilyn – Research Assistant Professor and Clinic Coordinator: learning disabilities; mild disabilities; administration; program evaluation; staff development

Splattstoesser, Deanne – Lecturer: child language disorders

Weissling, Kristy – Lecturer:  adult acquired neurogenic communication disorders, including aphasia, apraxia, dysarthria, traumatic brain injury, and other cognitive-communication disorders. Additional focus is in the area of adult developmental disorders and augmentative and alternative communication.

Procedures and Requirements for Admission to the Department

Admission to the M.S. Program 

I.
Admission Status 

In addition to the requirements for admission to Graduate Studies at UNL (http://bulletin.unl.edu) applicants must meet the following departmental requirements: 

A. Full Graduate Standing 

Minimum standards are: An acceptable Verbal, Quantitative, and Analytical Graduate Record Examination (GRE) score; overall undergraduate GPA of 3.0; three letters of recommendation attesting to the student's ability to complete a program of graduate studies; and an undergraduate degree in speech-language pathology and audiology. 

B. Provisional Graduate Standing 

A student may occasionally be admitted provisionally because he/she lacks prerequisite courses or does not meet GPA or GRE requirements. The student admitted provisionally can attain full standing by satisfying the specific conditions of the provisional admission. In such cases, the Department Graduate Committee will stipulate what a student must do to achieve full graduate standing. 

C. Non-degree, Post Baccalaureate 

This registration (status) is for students who satisfy minimum Graduate Studies admission standards but are not working toward an advanced degree. Non-degree students who wish to be considered for admission to the M.S. program in Speech-Language Pathology must formally apply through the Graduate Studies Office and be recommended by the Communication Disorders Department Graduate Committee. Credits obtained as a non-degree graduate student may be considered for the master's degree program when appropriate. However, usually no more than 6 hours of class work during the period when the student has non-degree status will be accepted toward fulfilling the graduate program requirements. Non-degree students are not eligible for enrollment in Clinical Practicum classes.

II.
Procedures 

A. Application to the UNL Graduate Studies Office

The application can be completed online at www.unl.edu/gradstudies, including payment of the $45 application fee. The Office of Graduate Studies can be reached for questions at (402) 472-2878. Two official transcripts should be forwarded directly to the Office of Graduate Studies, 1100 Seaton Hall, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Lincoln, NE 68588-0619. (402) 472-2878. 

B. Application to the Communication Disorders Department

An applicant should provide the Communication Disorders Graduate Committee with a Departmental Application for Admission including a resume/curriculum vitae and a biographical sketch, three letters of recommendation, official GRE scores from the General Test taken within the past five years, and official TOEFL scores, if applicable (http://www.unl.edu/barkley/forms/spathmasters.pdf). Letters of recommendation should be from individuals in a position to judge the applicant's potential for graduate study, preferably professors, classroom instructors and/or clinical supervisors. All Departmental application materials should be emailed to jengland2@unl.edu or mailed to: 

Admissions Coordinator

318 Barkley Memorial Ctr

P.O. Box 830738

Lincoln, NE 68583-0738

When deemed necessary, students making application from other educational institutions will be asked to forward to the Communication Disorders Graduate Committee catalog descriptions or syllabi of courses they have completed.  Summaries of clinical practicum performed must show that the hours were obtained under the supervision of an individual who holds ASHA’s certificate of clinical competence (CCC-SLP and/or CCC-AuD). 

C. Official notification concerning the status of the application will come from the Graduate Studies Office and the Communication Disorders Graduate Committee. Upon acceptance, a student is required to notify the Department of the semester in which the person will start the M.S. program. 

III.
Policy on the Application Process for Students Transferring to UNL

A.
Graduate students enrolled in an ASHA accredited graduate education program at an institution other than UNL will be considered for admission as a transfer student to the UNL program if the following conditions are met:

1. The student must petition the Communication Disorders Graduate Governance Committee to request consideration for admission as a transfer student. In the petition letter, the student must specify why a transfer to the UNL program is being requested. The student should also provide a summary of course work and clinical experiences acquired at his/her present institutional program. 

2.
The student must submit the standard application materials required of all students applying to the graduate program (see above).

3.
If admitted, a transfer student must complete at least one fall, spring, or summer clinical practicum assignment in the UNL Speech-Language and Hearing Clinic prior to any off-campus practicum placement. 

B.
Governance Committee Procedures

1. Transfer Students

Applications will be considered on a case-by-case basis and will only be considered when: a) openings exist in the program at the time the student petitions for admission as a transfer student and b) the course work completed by the student closely matches the sequence of courses in the UNL speech-language pathology graduate program. 

2. Criteria for admission will be based on the previous year's admission data. That is, the student petitioning for admission must show comparable performance (i.e., at or above the minimum cut-off scores) to the most recent admission data for students admitted to the program in good standing. 

3. The Governance Committee will make the final decision about acceptance or denial of the student's petition for admission as a transfer student. 

4. If admitted, the student will be informed that usually no more than 12 hours of graduate course work from another institution will be accepted as transfer credits. 

Procedures and Requirements for the Degree of Master of Sciences

Enrollment and Academic Advising

I. Initial Enrollment 

A.
At the beginning of each fall semester the Department conducts an orientation meeting for all new graduate students. This provides an opportunity for students to receive information and ask questions about programmatic requirements, clinical practicum procedures, and other matters important for beginning successful graduate study. All new M.S. graduate students must attend this meeting. 

B. Prior to or during the first week of enrollment, a student should meet with his/her advisor to develop a plan of study for the fall semester that includes discussion of the program option (i.e., either thesis (Option I) or non-thesis (Option III)) and anticipated course work for the degree including course deficiencies, if any. Option II, as described in the Graduate Studies Bulletin, is not an available option for M.S. students in speech-language pathology. 

Students who have been accepted into the graduate program may be allowed to take clinic practicum and academic course work the summer prior to their first fall semester if they have met the prerequisite observation requirements and coursework. 

II.   Candidacy for the Master of Sciences Degree 



Before a student receives grades for 18 credit hours of graduate level course work, he/she must file a Memorandum of Courses (MOC), http://www.unl.edu/gradstudies/current/degrees/Masters-Memorandum.pdf, with the Dean of Graduate Studies. The MOC specifies the formal Plan of Study for the student and is typically filed during the first two semesters of enrollment. It specifies the program option (Option I or III) and lists courses taken and/or to be taken as deficiencies, as core requirements for the major, and as electives. The MOC requires the signature of the student’s advisor and the Departmental Chair of the Graduate Committee. Filing the MOC in a timely manner is the student's responsibility. Failure to comply with this regulation can result in a delay of program completion and/or course work not counting toward the graduate degree. Advisors must approve all courses on the MOC. 

III.
Student Assessment Management System 

All students must complete course work and practicum that meets ASHA certification requirements in speech language pathology.   As students advance through the masters program, their cumulative progress will be tracked toward meeting ASHA academic and clinical standards using the online Student Assessment Management System (http://sams.slpasoft.com).  Students will be given a username, password, and instruction for their individual accounts during the first or second week of classes.  Each student is responsible to check his/her individual account for accuracy and to report any discrepancy to the student’s assigned advisor.

IV.
Change of Proposed Plan of Study 

Occasionally, a student may need to modify his/her Plan of Study after the MOC has been filed with the Dean of Graduate Studies. In such a case, the student should consult with his/her advisor about possible changes. When these are decided upon, the advisor will complete a Request for Change of Program form or email the proposed program changes to Jill England at jengland2@unl.edu.
Program Requirements

I.  Program of Study Requirements

A. A student, in consultation with his/her advisor, will elect either Option I (thesis program) or Option III (non-thesis program). Completion of all academic and clinical requirements typically takes approximately two years including at least one summer. A minimum of 45 semester hours is required for the Master's degree in speech-language pathology. 

1. Option I (thesis) requires a minimum of 41 semester hours of core requirements (including 6 semester hours of Thesis Research SLPA 899) and 4 semester hours of electives.

2. Option III (non-thesis) requires a minimum of 38 semester hours of core requirements (including 3 semester hours of Directed Research SLPA 896) and 7 semester hours of electives. 
B.
Speech-Language Pathology Advising Sheet (See next page)

SPEECH-LANGUAGE PATHOLOGY – GRADUATE COURSE OF STUDY

student





date of admission



academic advisor

Graduate Standing: ( Full  ( Provisional; date to be changed 

Teacher Certification desired: ( Yes  ( No

Option I - thesis:
45 hours=43 hrs of core course work (including 6 hrs of thesis)+2 hrs of electives. 

Option III – non-thesis:
45 hours=40 hrs of course work (including 3 hrs of directed research)+5 hrs of electives.
Core Requirements (40 - 43 hours)

SLPA 851
3
Fall

Clinical Phonology: Assessment and Management

SLPA 853
3
Fall

Neurological Foundations of Speech and Language 

SLPA 862B
3
Fall

Language Disorders:  Elementary School

SLPA 862E
2
Fall

Language Disorders:  Preadolescent
     Take 2

SLPA 862A
2
Spring

Language Disorders:  Birth – 3

     of these

SLPA 862J
2
Fall

Language Disorders:  Severe

     3 courses

SLPA 865
3
Summer

Voice Disorders

SLPA 885
3
Spring

Fluency Disorders

SLPA 886
3
Fall

Augmentative and Alternative Communication

SLPA 896
3 
All

Directed Research
 

     Take 1 of

SLPA 899
6
All

Thesis



      
     these 2 courses

SLPA 897L
2
Fall

Clinical Practicum:  Language/Learning Module

SLPA 897D
2
Spring

Clinical Practicum:  Diagnostics

SLPA 897R
2
Summer

Clinical Practicum:  Counseling/Behavior

SLPA 897M
2
Fall

Clinical Practicum:  Medical Aspects

SLPA 966
2
Spring

Swallowing Disorders

SLPA 968
2
Spring

Motor Speech Disorders

SLPA 987
3
Spring

Aphasia

Elective Courses (2 - 5 hours)

SLPA 852           3           Spring                Normal Language Development – School Years

SLPA 854
3
Fall, Summer
Research Methods

SLPA 861
3
Fall

Language Disorders: Preschool Years

SLPA 884
3
Spring

Speech and Language Development of the Hearing Impaired

SLPA 887           3
Summer

Language & Learning Disorders



SLPA 888
3
Spring

Linguistic Needs of Bilingual and Bicultural Students

SLPA 890
1-3
All

Workshop Seminar

SLPA 896
1-3
All

Readings and Research

SLPA 897B
1-3
All

Lecture in SLP

SLPA 897E
1-3
All

Externship in Speech-Language Pathology

SLPA 897G
3
Fall, Spring
Student Teaching

SLPA 898
Var.
All

Special Topics

SLPA 964
3
Fall, Spring
Speech Perception and Processing

SLPA 967
2
Summer

Cleft Palate

SLPA 980A
3


Seminar in Speech Physiology

SLPA 980B
3
Spring

Seminar in Speech Acoustics

SLPA 981B
3


Seminar - Fluency Disorders

SLPA 981D
3
Spring

Seminar - Voice Disorders

SLPA 981E
3


Seminar - Motor Speech Disorders

SLPA 983A
3


Seminar - Child Language Development and Disorders

SLPA 983B
3


Seminar - Adolescent/Adult Language Development and Disorders

SLPA 983E
3


Seminar - Augmentative/Alternative Communication

SLPA 985
2
Spring

Traumatic Brain Injury in Children and Adults

SLPA 996
1-9
All

Research other than Thesis

SPED 907P
2
Spring

Seminar:  Severe Disabilities

SPED 806
3
Fall, Summer
Reading/Writing  Disabilities:  Adolescents

SPED 806A
1
Fall

Reading Center Practicum:  Adolescents

SPED 863
3
Summer

Medically Fragile Infants

SPED 960
3
Spring

Family Centered Services

Semester                Year



Course #
Name

Credits

Semester                Year


Course #
Name

Credits

Semester                Year


Course #
Name

Credits

Semester                Year


Course #
Name

Credits

Semester                Year


Course #
Name

Credits

Student Teaching Prerequisites:

1.       Full graduate standing

2.       Completion of at least 1 full semester of graduate studies

3. Completion of clinical practicum:

          SLPA 466A (or equivalent)

          SLPA 466B (or equivalent)

          SLPA 897 (2 credit hours)

4. Completion of course work:

          EDUC 131 (or equivalent)

          EDPS 261 (or equivalent)

          EDPS 362 (or equivalent)

          SLPA 421 (or equivalent)

          SLPA 464 (or equivalent)

          SLPA 488/888 (or equivalent)

          SLPA 862

          SLPA 865

          SLPA 8855.       

5. Passing scores on PPST

Semester                Year


Course #
Name

Credits

Semester                Year


Course #
Name

Credits

Hospital/Rehab. Externship Prerequisites:

1.       Full graduate standing

2.       Completion of at least 1 full semester of

          graduate studies

3. Completion of clinical practicum:

          SLPA 466A (or equivalent)

          SLPA 466B (or equivalent)

          SLPA 897 (2 credit hours)

4. Completion of course work:

          SLPA 853

          SLPA 865

          SLPA 886 or SLPA 985

          SLPA 966

          SLPA 968

          SLPA 987

II.   Other Requirements

A. Of the minimum number of graduate credits required for completion of the Master's degree, at least 18 credits must be in courses open only to graduate students (900 level courses or 800 level courses that do not have undergraduate co-listed numbers). A minimum grade of B is required for any graduate course also open to undergraduates (i.e., 400-800 level courses) including courses outside of the major. 

B. Students register for Advanced Clinical Practicum, SPLA 897, each semester (including summers) they are enrolled in the program. Students will be assigned as many clients as reasonable for their clinical practicum. Those students engaged in student teaching or off-campus practicum will have clients assigned to them by their cooperating clinician. They may also have clients assigned to them in the Barkley Clinic. The number of hours and types of clients will depend on the nature of each placement.  Students may not graduate until the total number of hours required for ASHA certification has been acquired.  In addition, all necessary hours in any subcategories of the total must have been accumulated.  Additional semester registration will be required to meet any practicum hour deficiencies.  Only clinic hours in which the student earns a B or higher will be counted toward the minimal number of clinical practicum hours required.  Students who receive a grade lower than a B in a clinical practicum may need to repeat their clinical experience prior to student teaching or externship and may delay their anticipated date of graduation.

C. Master's degree programs meet the academic and clinical requirements for the Certificate of Clinical Competence (CCC-SLP) of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA), Nebraska licensure, and the Nebraska Department of Education teaching endorsement in speech-language pathology.

D. Each student is encouraged to take a statistics course (e.g., EDPS 459/859) and a research methods course (e.g., SLPA 454/854). This requirement can be met at the undergraduate level if grades of "C" or better are obtained. If taken as a graduate course, grades of "B" or better are necessary. If taken as a graduate course by students majoring in Speech-Language Pathology, the course credits do not count as part of the 45 semester hours of required graduate work and are considered deficiencies.
E. Because each student will earn a teaching certificate (license) awarded by the Nebraska Department of Education, there are specific courses that each student must take.  These 12 hours may be taken either at the undergraduate or graduate level and do not count toward the 45 hours required for the M.S. degree. Each student must also successfully pass the PPST (Praxis I) test before taking the student teaching practicum.
Graduate Program Termination Conditions

If a student, during the course of his/her graduate program, receives more than two (2) grades below B in the major area (speech-language pathology) or has a cumulative GPA below 3.0, the graduate program may be terminated. This includes clinical practicum SLPA 897.

Appeals Process

General appeal procedures for academic matters, as well as any appeals associated with fellowships and assistantships, are available in the most recent edition of the UNL Graduate Studies Bulletin (http://bulletin.unl.edu).
Appeals for violation of the CAA accreditation standards can be submitted to the Council for Academic Accreditation in Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology by mail to ASHA Chair Council, Academic Accreditation in Audiology and Speech-Language Pathology, 2200 Research Blvd #310, Rockville, MD 20850. Complaints must be signed and submitted in writing via US Mail, overnight courier, or hand delivered to the address given above. Email or facsimile will not be accepted.

Comprehensive Exams

I. Administration

A. Once each academic year, the chair of the Graduate Committee schedules comprehensive master's degree examinations for students in speech-language pathology. During the last semester of graduate study, or at some time after 75 percent of a student's program has been completed, he/she will sit for a comprehensive examination over his/her program of graduate studies. This examination will require students to integrate material from various graduate courses. Students who elect to complete a Master’s thesis are exempt from this exam but are required to defend their thesis.

B. The Graduate Governance Committee of the Division of Communication Disorders will appoint a three-person Comprehensive Examination Committee to prepare and oversee the grading of the comprehensive exam questions. The committee will consist of at least three faculty members, two being Graduate Faculty members. 

C. Responses to each question are judged as High Pass, Pass, or Fail. Failing one or two of the six comprehensive examination questions will necessitate re-examination on those questions. If three or more of the examination questions are not answered satisfactorily, the student must retake the entire comprehensive examination. Such a retake cannot be scheduled until the following semester. A student will not be allowed more than three attempts to pass the comprehensive examination. 
II.
Guidelines 

A. Masters degree students in speech-language pathology have three options for completing the Comprehensive Examination. 

1. Option 1 - written comprehensive exam. The written comprehensive examination consists of two parts. The first is a series of three integrated questions reflecting the material covered in core graduate courses. Students respond to all three questions. The second portion of the exam is a series of specialty area questions. Students select and respond to three questions from the specialty area questions. The total written examination requires four hours and is to be completed in a single morning session (8:00 a.m.- 12:00 noon). All students not on campus because of student teaching or externships are responsible for making arrangements to be present when the exam is administered or for establishing an appropriate proctor at least 3 weeks prior to the exam. A student can expect to be informed about the results of his/her performance within 3 weeks of completion of the examination.

2.
Option 2 - oral comprehensive exam. An oral comprehensive exam includes the same series of integrated and specialty area questions as the written exam. Students must respond to all three integrated questions and to three specialty area questions selected from ones on the exam. The oral exam is administered by at least three faculty members. The student's advisor is typically a member of the oral exam committee. Two other faculty members will be selected based upon availability at the time of the oral examination. Students will be notified at least one week in advance of the examination regarding the faculty members who have been assigned to administer their oral comprehensive exam. Oral examinations generally will not exceed 1 1/2 hours and are administered on the same day as the written examination. A student will be informed about the results of the his/her performance shortly after completion of the oral examination.

3. Option 3 - oral defense of thesis. This option is only available to students who have completed a masters thesis. These students are exempt from taking the written or oral comprehensive examination. The oral exam defense of a student's thesis is administered upon completion of a thesis by the student's thesis committee in accordance with the procedures set by the Dean of Graduate Studies. 

B. Students must notify the Graduate Governance Committee in the Division of Communication Disorders of their choice of comprehensive exam option at least five weeks prior to the comprehensive exam date. At this time, they must also provide their name, address, phone number, and exam option in writing to the Graduate Secretary in 318 Barkley. At that point, all incomplete grades must have been removed from the student's transcript. Deadline dates for submission of the Final Examination Report, for depositing this report, and for filing application for the advanced degree are available on-line at www.unl.edu/gradstudies/current/degrees/masters.shtml or from the Graduate Studies Office. These dates usually are posted on various bulletin boards in the Barkley Center. Students are expected to familiarize themselves with the dates for meeting the various requirements for graduation and to assume responsibility for complying with those requirements.

C. The Graduate Secretary will file the Final Examination Report form with the Graduate Studies Office within four weeks of the comprehensive exam date during the fall and spring semesters and within three weeks during the summer semester. 

The date of the comprehensive exam is usually within a week of the ASHA Board Examination (ETS Praxis II exam in speech-language pathology) during the Fall and Spring term. The comprehensive exam typically is administered within one week of the Praxis exam. During the summer term, the comprehensive exam will be completed during the second week of the second summer session. The praxis exam in speech-language pathology is a specialty exam recognized by ASHA and the National Teachers Exam (NTE). Test dates can be obtained from the CEHS Student Services Center, 105 Henzlik, 472-8624, and are usually posted on the bulletin boards on the first floor of the Barkley Center.
Procedures and Requirements for Doing Thesis Research (Option I Students) 

and Directed Research (Option III Students)

I.    Thesis - Option I

A.
Students interested in completing a thesis should select a thesis advisor as early in their program as possible, but no later than the end of the first academic year. Once a topic has been identified and its general suitability discussed with the advisor, the student is in a position to select a Thesis Supervisory Committee and to begin preparation of the thesis prospectus. The committee, to be selected by the student in consultation with the student's thesis advisor, must include a thesis advisor from the area of speech-language pathology and two other graduate faculty members, one of whom can be from another department. 

B.
The thesis prospectus is a crucial step in the thesis writing process. The written document prepared by the student normally will contain sections related to the following topical headings: Review of Relevant Literature, Statement of the Problem, Proposed Methods and Procedures, Proposal Analysis, and Interpretation of Data. 

C.
Thesis Supervisory Committee 

1. Once the prospectus is completed and a student has received preliminary approval by the thesis advisor, a thesis prospectus meeting will be scheduled. The student will give a copy of the prospectus to the committee members at least two weeks prior to the meeting. At the meeting, the student will discuss the prospectus with the committee and request approval for the project. Upon receiving full or qualified approval of his/her project from the committee, the process of carrying it through to completion is generally turned over to the student and the thesis advisor. The student is encouraged, of course, to consult with the committee members as necessary.

D. Institutional Review Board 

1.
Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval must occur before doing a study that involves human subjects. Theses involving animals and Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) require approval from the UNL Animal Care Committee. A student should consult with his/her thesis advisor about the necessary steps and procedures to obtain approval. 

E.
Defense of the Thesis

1.
Two weeks prior to the desired date for the thesis defense during the academic year, and at least one week prior to the thesis defense during the summer, a student will submit one copy of the final reading draft of the thesis to each member of the Thesis Committee. 

2.
Ideally, students should allow the committee at least three weeks to review the final document. The Thesis Examining Committee is the same as the Thesis Supervisory Committee that approved the thesis prospectus. 

F.
Form and Style of the Thesis 

1.
In the preparation of a thesis, students should follow the guidelines concerning form recommended by the Graduate Studies Office (http://www.unl.edu/gradstudies/current/downloads/GuidebookForTheses.pdf).  The format and style of the thesis should follow that described in the most current edition of the American Psychological Association Style Manual. 

G.
Other Considerations 

1. Note that call numbers for thesis (SLPA 899) in the Department will be suppressed. The call numbers may only be obtained following contact with the student's academic advisor and upon agreement by a faculty member to serve as an advisor for the student.

2. A preliminary copy of the thesis is due to the Office of Graduate Studies at least two weeks (one week in summer) prior to the oral examination date. The preliminary thesis may be submitted to the master’s specialist electronically.

H. Copies of Approved Thesis 

1. The student is required to provide the following copies of the approved version of the thesis: 

a. Two unbound copies for the University Library. The library charges a fee for the binding of these copies. 

b. One bound copy for the Department that is filed in the Resource Center of the Barkley Memorial Center.

c. One bound copy for the advisor. (Some advisors may only require an unbound copy.) 

d. One unbound copy for each committee member. 

II.
Directed Research-Option III 

A.
Students not doing thesis research are required to do three hours of Directed Research under SLPA 896, Readings and Research. This research may take the form of pilot studies, studies similar to thesis projects, participation in some facet(s) of a faculty member's research, or single subject design studies. As with the thesis, the student should confer with his/her Academic Advisor about a topic for this research and, in conjunction with the Academic Advisor, select a Directed Research Advisor. That person may be the Academic Advisor or another member of the speech-language pathology or audiology faculty with expertise in the area of interest. Students should realize that Graduate Faculty are not obligated to assume responsibility for directing student research. Consequently, a student needs to recognize the need for complying with an advisor's academic expectations. A supervisory committee is not required for doing Directed Research. However, the plan for the Directed Research needs to be completed on the Directed Research Form and signed by the advisor. The student will, on this form, clearly outline the topic or area of study, how the project is to be completed, and the written product to be submitted. Form and style of the written product will, in most circumstances, be consistent with that expected for the thesis. On occasion, a student may be interested in a project of interest to a clinical supervisor. In such cases, a Graduate Faculty member must co-advise the project.
 Summary of Procedures for the M.S. Degree

I.
Thesis - Option I


Acceptance for admission to graduate study by the Division of Communication Disorders and the Graduate Studies Office.


Registration (in consultation with the assigned Academic Advisor in speech-language pathology).


Submission of the Memorandum of Courses (Plan of Study) to the Graduate Studies Office before grades (letter grades, no reports, or incompletes) have been received in more than 18 hours of the program. Requires approval of the Department and the Dean of Graduate Studies. Upon acceptance of that plan by the Graduate Studies Office, a student is formally admitted to candidacy.


Appointment of Thesis Supervisory Committee. This committee will also be the committee for the oral defense of the thesis when it is completed.


Application for Advanced Degree. Due in the Graduate Studies Office during the semester of anticipated graduation. Check for dates at http://www.unl.edu/gradstudies/current/degrees/masters.shtml.


Filing of Final Examination Report for the Masters Degree. Due four weeks prior to the date of the oral exam during Fall/Spring semesters and three weeks prior to the exam during Summer sessions. This form must indicate the date and time of the exam as well as the names of Graduate Faculty on the oral examining committee.


Removal of all incomplete grades. This must be done during the semester of anticipated graduation.


Submission of Masters Thesis for approval (form and style) to Graduate Studies two weeks prior to oral exam date.


Oral Examination over thesis.


Deposit of Masters Thesis in Love Library, payment of binding fee, and deposit of Final Examination Report form; distribution of thesis to Advisor, Thesis Supervisory Committee Members, and Barkley Resource Center.

II.
Directed Research - Option III


Acceptance for admission to graduate study by the Division of Communication Disorders and the Graduate Studies Office.


Registration (in consultation with the assigned academic advisor in speech-language pathology).


Submission of the Memorandum of Courses form (Plan of Study) to the Graduate Studies Office before grades (letter grades, no reports, or incompletes) have been received in more than one-half of the program. Requires approval of the Department and the Dean of Graduate Studies. Upon acceptance of that plan by the Graduate Studies Office, a student is formally admitted to candidacy.


Completion of directed research project.


Application for Advanced Degree. Due in the Graduation Services Office during the semester of anticipated graduation. Check http://www.unl.edu/gradstudies/current/degrees/masters.shtml.


Filing of Final Examination Report for the Masters Degree. Due four weeks prior to the date of the oral exam during Fall/Spring semesters and three weeks prior to the exam during Summer sessions. This form must indicate the date and time of the exam as well as the names of Graduate Faculty on the oral examining committee.


Written or Oral Comprehensive Examination during last semester of enrollment.


Removal of incomplete grades. This must be done during the semester of anticipated graduation.

Course Listings for Speech-Language Pathology

Graduates of the Master of Science program meet the academic and practicum requirements for the Certificate of Clinical Competence in Speech-Language Pathology, endorsement by the Nebraska Department of Education, and Nebraska licensure, as appropriate. 

Graduate courses for Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology (SLPA) include: 

*851. Clinical Phonology: Assessment and Management (3 cr)

Prereq: SLPA 250 and 464 or permission

Theoretical foundations; applied clinical phonology.

852. Normal Language Development During School Years (3 cr)

Information about normal syntactic semantic, and pragmatic language development in school-age children and youth. Primary topics are: complex syntax, semantic development, pragmatic development, using language to learn, language-literacy relations, and abstract language development.

*853. Neurological Foundations of Speech and Language (3 cr)

Basic concepts of neurology, protection and blood supply of the Central Nervous System (CNS), anatomical structures of the CNS, neuromotor control of speech, cranial nerves for speech production and neuron motor disorders.

854. Research Methodology in Speech Pathology and Audiology (3 cr)

Prereq: Undergraduate major in speech pathology and audiology or admission to graduate studies

Introduction to research methods, design, and analysis in communication disorders and related fields.

861. Language Disorders: Preschool Level (3 cr)

Characteristics of language impaired preschool children and the nature of their disorders. Introduction to principles of assessment and treatment.

861L. Language Disorders: Preschool Level (1 cr) Lab 1.

Prereq: Parallel SLPA 461/861

Practical application of language assessment and intervention in preschool children with language disorders.

*862. Language Disorders in Special Populations (2-3 cr)

Advanced information about language disorders, assessment, and intervention in various populations.

 A.
Birth to Three: Communication Assessment and Intervention

  B.
Elementary School-Aged Children

  E.
Preadolescents and Adolescents

  J.
Severe Disabilities and Autism: Communication Assessment and Intervention

  K.
Special Topics in Language Disorders

*865. Voice Disorders (3 cr)

Prereq: SLPA 455

Etiology and symptoms of voice disorders, procedures used in clinical evaluation, and methods and procedures used in therapy.

*884. Speech and Language Development of the Hearing Impaired (3 cr)

Theories of speech and language development as they apply to hearing impaired children. Evaluation and intervention of speech and language with emphasis on maintenance of communicative skills.

*885. Fluency Disorders (3 cr)

Research related to the nature, diagnosis and clinical management of stuttering is considered. Therapy models are presented along with data bearing on the efficacy of particular approaches. Specific rehabilitation procedures.

886. Augmentative Communication (2-3 cr)

Speech pathology students must register for 3 cr only; special education students may register for 2-3 cr. Introduction to the augmentative communication options for persons unable to speak or write because of physical, language, or cognitive disability.

*887. Language and Learning Disorders (3 cr)

Prereq: For non-SLPA majors only

Review of prominent theories relating language to cognitive development and learning; student interaction on how varying styles and abnormal skills influence normal learning; how modifications can be made in materials content and classrooms to accommodate a child that has a language and learning disorder.

888. Linguistic Needs of Bilingual and Culturally Different Students (3 cr)

Prereq: SLPA 250 and 251 or permission

Provides theoretical and applied information about situational factors which have an impact on spoken and written language; addresses how individual differences due to gender, handicapping condition, socioeconomic status, and cultural-ethnic background contribute to diversity in communication patterns and often act as a barrier to successful interactions in learning and social settings.

*890. Workshop Seminar

Refer to Workshop Seminars in Education under the “Education” section of this bulletin.

*891. Special Topics in Human Sciences (CYAF *891; HUMS *891; NUTR *891; TEAC *891; TXCD *891) (1-3 cr, max 12)

Aspects of human sciences not covered elsewhere in the curriculum.

896. Readings and Research in Speech Pathology and Audiology (1-3 cr)

Prereq: Permission

Readings or research in a special area in speech pathology, language pathology, language and learning disorders, audiology, or speech and hearing science.

*897. Advanced Practicum (1-3 cr per sem in each area, overall max 6) Fld.

Prereq: Completion of the undergraduate preprofessional program

Supervised practicum experiences provided with difficult speech, language and/or hearing problems in a variety of clinical, medical, geriatric, rehabilitational and public school settings.

 A. Audiology (1-3 cr per sem)

 B. Speech/Language Pathology (1-3 cr per sem)

 D. Differential Diagnosis (1-3 cr per sem)

 E. Externship (1-3 cr per sem)

 G. Public Schools (1-3 cr per sem)

 L. Language-Learning (1-3 cr per sem)

 M. Medical Aspects (1-3 cr per sem)

 R. Counseling and Behavior Issues in Speech Language Pathology (1-3 cr per sem) 

T. Externship in Audiology (1-6 cr per sem, max 12)

*898. Special Topics in Speech Pathology and Audiology (1-24 cr)

Prereq: Permission

Special topics in speech pathology and audiology.

*899. Masters Thesis (1-10 cr)

Prereq: Admission to masters degree program and permission of major adviser

964. Speech Perception and Processing (3 cr)

Prereq: SLPA 250 and 456 or permission

Human and computer perception and processing of speech. The speech code and its representation in the brain, laboratory techniques for perceptual experimentation, acoustic analysis of speech, and computer synthesis of speech.

966. Swallowing Disorders (2 cr)

Swallowing disorders of children and adults. Procedures used in assessment, diagnosis, and intervention.

967. Cleft Palate (2 cr)

Prereq: SLPA 464 or equivalent

Communication, dental, medical, and associated problems related to cleft palate.

968. Motor Speech Disorders (2 cr)

Prereq: SLPA *853

Motor speech disorders resulting from neuropathology of the central and peripheral nervous systems as found in cerebral palsy, Parkinsonism, and other developmental and acquired neuromotor problems of children and adults.

980A. Seminar in Speech Physiology (3 cr)

Prereq: SLPA 455 and 456 or equivalent

Research procedures, findings, and implications in speech and hearing science (experimental phonetics) in the areas of physiology, acoustics, and psychoacoustics.

980B. Seminar in Speech Acoustics (3 cr)

Prereq: SLPA 455 and 456 or equivalent

Research procedures, findings, and implications in speech and hearing science (experimental phonetics) in the areas of physiology, acoustics, and psychoacoustics.

981. Seminar in Speech Pathology (1-3 cr per sem, max 6 cr)

Prereq: SLPA *851, *865, 967, and/or 968

Research procedures, findings and clinical implications in the following areas:

 B.
Fluency Disorders (1-3 cr) 

D.
Voice Disorders (1-3 cr) 

E.
Motor Speech Disorder (1-3 cr)

983. Seminar in Language (1-3 cr per sem, max 6 cr)

Prereq: SLPA 251 or 852 or permission

Research procedures, findings and implications in language pathology and treatment in the areas of development, evaluation and habilitation. A. Child Language Development and Disorders (1-3 cr) B. Adolescent/Adult Language Development and Disorders (1-3 cr) E. Augmentative/Alternative Communication (1-3 cr)

984. Seminar in Augmentative Communication (3 cr)

Prereq: SLPA 886

Advanced seminar on research literature in the augmentative communication field.

985. Traumatic Brain Injury (2 cr)

Prereq: SLPA *853

Assessment and treatment of child and adult cognitive and communication disorders resulting from traumatic brain injury.

987. Aphasia in Adults (3 cr)

Prereq: SLPA *853

Adult language disorders resulting from stroke or other acquired central nervous system insult. Includes historical/theoretical development of understanding, cerebral dominance for language, classifications, rationale for diagnostic and therapeutic management, prognostic factors, agnosias and apraxia.

990. Workshop Seminar

Refer to Workshop Seminars in Education under the “Education” section of this bulletin.

995. Doctoral Seminar (3 cr, max 18)

Prereq: Permission

The course is intended primarily for doctoral students, although non-doctoral graduate students may be admitted with special permission of the instructor. Students are immersed in outcome-based scholarly activities with a faculty mentor. Working on either an individualized or small group basis, students develop, execute and report one or more projects addressing the interaction between research and practice.

996. Research Problems Other Than Thesis (1-9 cr)

Prereq: Permission

999. Doctoral Dissertation (1-24 cr, max 55)

Prereq: Admission to doctoral degree program and permission of supervisory committee chair

*There is no Undergraduate counterpart to these courses. They are for Graduate-level work only.

University of Nebraska-Lincoln Non-Discrimination Policy
It is the policy of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln not to discriminate on the basis of sex, age, disability, race, color, religion, marital status, veteran's status, national or ethnic origin or sexual orientation in its educational programs, admissions policies, employment policies, financial aid, or other school-administered programs. This policy is enforced by federal law under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. Inquiries regarding compliance with these statutes may be directed to Equity, Access and Diversity Programs, 128 Canfield Administration Building, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, P.O. Box 880437, Lincoln, NE 68588-0437, (402) 472-3417.
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