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Sue Alborn-Yilek is an assistant professor of educational leadership at the University of Northern Iowa and a former HR Director and high school principal. She enjoys presenting on varied topics within the leadership arena and, in particular, successful strategies for recruiting developing and retaining excellent human capital. susan.alborn-yilek@uni.edu
Nancy Albrecht is a professor at Emporia State University where she teaches graduate students who aspire to become transformational school leaders. She is a past director of National Professional Development, English as a Second Language grants. These grants have provided training to hundreds of Kansas teachers in ESOL. nalbrech@emporia.edu
Eva Bachman has more than 23 years in student services at the post-baccalaureate level. She has a doctorate in educational administration and a master’s in human development and the family. Her interests include women in leadership, first generation students and faculty, and higher education administration.  ebachman1@unl.edu
Jeff Beavers is a doctoral candidate at the University of Nebraska- Lincoln.  His research interest is leadership in student affairs programs.  jbeavers2@unl.edu
Suzanne Becking earned a Ph.D. in educational studies from the University of Nebraska -Lincoln. She is an assistant professor in the Department of Advanced Education Programs at Fort Hays State University in Hays, Kansas and an authorized Google education trainer. Her research interests include teaching with technology, the digital divide, and pedagogy in the online classroom.  skbecking@mail.fhsu.edu
James Blake is the K-12 Science Curriculum Specialist at Lincoln Public Schools in Lincoln, Nebraska. Prior to this position, he was State Director of Science Education at the Nebraska Department of Education. He has taught science in rural and urban schools across Nebraska. James is a doctoral student at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  jblake@lps.org
Alisha Bollinger is pursuing a Ph.D. in educational leadership at the University of Nebraska- Lincoln. She has 12 years of experience in K-12 education and is currently a K-12 reading coach for Norris Public Schools in Nebraska.  alisha.bollinger@nsdtitans.org
Jerold Braatz is an associate professor in the Department of Community Resource Development and County Director for the University of Wisconsin-Extension in Waukesha County, west of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. His research interests include higher education entrepreneurship, finance, and strategic planning.  jerold.braatz@ces.uwex.edu
Gail Brazile is a doctoral student in the educational leadership program at Southeastern Louisiana University in Hammond, Louisiana. She has 18 years of experience as a general education teacher and has held numerous professional positions. Gail is currently the K-12 Reading Specialist for West St. John Elementary School in St. John the Baptist Public School System in Reserve, Louisiana.  gail.brazile@selu.edu   

Barbara Brock is a professor of interdisciplinary leadership at Creighton University in Omaha, Nebraska. She is a past chair of Creighton’s Education Department, former director of the master’s program in educational leadership, and has teaching and administrative experience at the PK-12 level.  bbrock@creighton.edu
Vicky Bryan is a candidate for the Ed.D in Educational Leadership from the University of Missouri and holds National Board Certification in Adolescent Literature.  She has taught ELA for 19 years in Northwest Missouri.  Areas of expertise include: curriculum design, leading content teams, and working with pre-service teachers. vicky.bryan@sjsd.k12.mo.us
Dinah Carter has served as a Title I coordinator, professional development resource teacher, and assistant principal in Jefferson Parish Public Schools in the New Orleans metropolitan area. She earned a master’s degree in educational leadership from Xavier University of Louisiana and is currently pursuing a doctorate from Southeastern Louisiana University in Hammond, Louisiana.  Ladinah.Carter@selu.edu
Mark Cohen has been an educator and advocate for 22 years. He is currently a high school principal in Maryland. He is working on an Ed.D. at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  marc_j_cohen@mcpsmd.org
Tarina Cox-Jones is Principal of Skinner Magnet Center in the Omaha Public School District in Nebraska. She has also held the positions of science lead teacher, 6th grade science teacher, and 4th grade teacher.  tarina.coxjones@ops.org
Donna Davis, Associate Professor in the School of Education at the University of Missouri-Kansas City, teaches courses in the history and philosophy of education. She has published in numerous scholarly journals in the areas of urban education, multicultural education, philosophy of education, history of education, arts education, and social justice.  davisdon@umkc.edu
Julie Delaney is a Ph.D. student in educational leadership at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. She currently is serving as Principal of St. Paul the Apostle School in Davenport, Iowa. Julie is also an adjunct instructor and Associate Director of Environmental Issues Instruction at Upper Iowa University in Fayette, Iowa.  julie.delaney@st-paul.pvt.k12.ia.us
Julie Dierberger, P-16 Coordinator in the Service Learning Academy, provides service learning curriculum development workshops for PK-12 teachers and University of Nebraska-Omaha faculty members. She is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in educational studies.  jdierberger@unomaha.edu
Crystal Garcia is a doctoral student and graduate assistant in the Department of Educational Administration at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Her research focuses on forces that influence the college choice, access, and persistence of Latino and Latina students in higher education.  crystal.garcia@huskers.unl.edu
Leah Georges is an assistant professor in the Ed.D. program in interdisciplinary leadership at Creighton University in Omaha, Nebraska. She holds a master’s degree in legal studies and a Ph.D. in social psychology from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Her research interests include legal decision-making, policy reform, and advising in higher education.  leahgeorges@creighton.edu
Farrah-Marie Gomes has been the Director of the University of Hawai’i t Hilo’s North Hawai’i Education and Research Center since its inception in 2006. Since 2011, she has also been serving as Interim Dean for the University’s College of Continuing Education and Community Service.  fmgomes@hawaii.edu
Stephanie Goodrich is a special education teacher for Omaha Public Schools in Omaha, Nebraska. She works in the Transition Program, which serves young adults with disabilities ages 18-21 years old.  knud@huskers.unl.edu
Ruth Elizabeth Grady is a junior at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln studying Anthropology with an emphasis in Archaeology. She has a particular interest in discovery and challenging science activities. Her most recent experience was as one of the first members of the Mammoth Site Excavation and Preservation Program. rgrady4413@gmail.com
Andrea Guerrero is a Ph.D. student at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. She earned degrees at Illinois State University and Western Illinois University. Andrea is the CEO of The Think Center, an adjunct faculty member at Lincoln Land Community College, and an assistant principal, all located in Springfield, Illinois. administrator@think-center.com 
Sarah Hall is an assistant professor in the Department of Inclusive Services and Exceptional Learners at Ashland University in Ohio. She teaches graduate courses in transition, assessment, collaboration, classroom management, and educational intervention. Her research interests include social inclusion and sibling concerns of people with developmental disabilities and hybrid course instructional methods.  sahall@ashland.edu
Nicole Hardwick is Superintendent of the Loomis Public Schools in Nebraska and a doctoral student in educational administration at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Prior to the superintendent position, she was a principal in the Loomis District and taught 4th grade in Norfolk Public Schools in Nebraska.  nicole.hardwick@loomiswolves.org
Angela Harper is an elementary school principal in the Akron Public Schools District in Ohio and has been an administrator for the last nine years. Previously, she taught children with special needs before going into administration.  aharper@akron.k12.oh.us
Chelsy Harris serves as a dean at Pikes Peak Community College in Colorado Springs, Colorado. She guides twenty career-technical programs and oversees partnerships with more than 80 regional high schools. Chelsy’s research interests are workforce development strategies and how community colleges can drive regional economic growth.  chelsy.harris@ppcc.edu
Deryl Hatch is an assistant professor of educational administration at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. His research and teaching focuses on understanding the tensions between student access and student success in community colleges. dhatch3@unl.edu
Benjamin Heinisch earned a master’s degree in educational psychology. He is pursuing a Ph.D. in educational studies, focusing on higher education administration, at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. His professional interests include student development, retention interventions, leadership, and learning theories in postsecondary education.  bheinisch2@unl.edu 
Vicki Highstreet is Associate Director for Recreation Programs and Staff Development at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  vhighstreet1@unl.edu
Sharon Hoffman is an associate professor in educational leadership at Southeastern Louisiana University in Hammond, Louisiana. She teaches and advises educational leadership doctoral candidates. She is also the educational leadership program’s assessment coordinator. Her research interests are leadership theory and race, class, access, and equity issues.  sharichoffman@gmail.com
Shavonna Holman is an assistant professor of practice in the Educational Administration Department at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. She has served as an assistant principal and teacher for the Omaha Public Schools in Omaha, Nebraska. Both her professional and personal experiences are rooted deeply in urban education.  sholman2@unl.edu
Jana Hunzicker is an associate professor in the Department of Teacher Education at Bradley University in Peoria, Illinois, where she teaches courses in middle-level education and teacher leadership. She also serves as an executive director for her university’s Center for Teaching Excellence.  jhunzicker@fsmail.bradley.edu 
Jacob Jefferis is a traditional middle school principal in western Pennsylvania. He has served as a principal, assistant principal, athletic director, teacher, curriculum writer, and professional development instructor. His academic interests are in school leadership and supervision.  jejefferis@gmail.com
Sushma Jolly has served as an instructional designer in the Office of Online and Distance Education at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln for the past six years. In this role, she helps develop online and blended courses.  sjolly3@unl.edu

Karen Kassebaum is Director of Recruitment for the College of Education & Human Sciences at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. She earned a Ph.D. at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Karen taught for six years in elementary and middle level schools. She has been in higher education for more than 22 years.  kkassebaum2@unl.edu 

Deborah Kendrick is pursuing a doctorate in educational leadership and higher education at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. She earned a master’s degree in special education from the University of Maryland in College Park, Maryland. She has worked as a school community based middle school teacher and a high school transition support teacher.  kendrick.debbie@gmail.com
Margareta Smith Knopik oversees the academic assessment processes for Grantham University in Kansas and coordinates the academic division’s strategic planning goals. She is also an institutional effectiveness team member. She earned a Ph.D. at the University of Nebraska- Lincoln in higher education administration with an emphasis in entrepreneurship.  mknopik@grantham.edu
Nicole LaBorde is a doctoral student in the educational leadership program at Southeastern Louisiana University, Hammond, Louisiana. She has fifteen years teaching experience in the regular education classroom. Nicole is currently teaching third grade in St. Tammany Parish Schools in Slidell, Louisiana.  nicole.laborde@selu.edu

Brenda Leggiadro was a high school counselor for more than 20 years before becoming a coordinator with Lincoln Public Schools in Nebraska. She holds a M.A. in developmental counseling from Nebraska’s Chadron State College and is currently a doctoral student in educational leadership at the University of University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  bleggia@lps.org
Tiffani Luethke is a doctoral student in the College of Education and Human Sciences at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Her research interests include women’s leadership, culture and behavior, gender issues in leadership, globalization and leadership, as well as cross-cultural analysis of behaviors.  tluethke2@unl.edu
Neal Luo is an assistant professor in educational leadership at Emporia State University where he teaches statistics and research methods courses. He teaches summer courses in China, and his research interests focus on preparing 21st century school leaders. mluo@emporia.edu
Teri Marcos serves as Professor of Educational Administration at National University, Los Angeles, California. She is interested in strengths-based teaching, leading, and learning, as well as policy measures that affect education in California and the United States. Teri is also involved in building, nurturing, and sustaining engaged, constructivist school cultures through effective school leadership.  tmarcos@nu.edu 
Naomi Mardock is a doctoral student at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and an instructor at Metropolitan Community College in Omaha, Nebraska. Her research interests include transitions of students, particularly English language learners and immigrants, into community college and instructional environments that foster their success as shaped by faculty and leadership.  nmardock@gmail.com
Jennifer McAtee is a graduate assistant and doctoral student in educational administration with an emphasis in educational leadership and higher education at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. She earned a master’s in health and human performance from Oklahoma State University.  jennifer.mcatee@huskers.unl.edu
Shirley McCarther, Associate Professor in the School of Education at the University of Missouri-Kansas City, teaches educational administration, foundations, and diversity courses. Her research focuses on equity and access, embracing narrative studies, ethnography, documentary, and historiography.  mccarthers@umkc.edu
Travis Miller is Superintendent of Bayard Public Schools in Nebraska and a graduate student at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He has worked as a teacher, coach, staff developmental specialist, and K-12 principal. travis.miller@bpstigers.org
Shirley Mills graduated from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in administration and supervision. She is an associate professor and Program Coordinator for College Readiness at the University of Texas Rio Grande. Her research interests are related to leadership and gender issues.  shirley.mills@utrgv.edu 
Arefeh Mohammadi is a doctoral student in construction engineering at UNL. She is minoring in Educational Administration to improve engineering education. mohammadi.arefeh@gmail.com
Katherine Najjar earned a Ph.D. in educational studies from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Her areas of research interest are internationalization in higher education, refugee resettlement and workforce training, civic leadership, and global citizenship.  knajjar60@gmail.com
Lisa Nelson has been an educator for 26 years in the Archdiocese of Omaha. She has held positions of teacher, assistant principal, principal, and Director of Standards and Assessment for the Catholic Schools Office. She is the assistant principal at St. Vincent de Paul School and a doctoral candidate.  nelsonl@svdpomaha.org
Elizabeth Niehaus is an assistant professor in the Department of Educational Administration at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Her research focuses on the ways in which educational environments, particularly those related to service learning and international education, facilitate learning and development for multiple constituencies in higher education.  eniehaus@unl.edu
Tina Oelke works at Neosho County Community College in Kansas as a psychology instructor and is Director of Northern Area Outreach and Workforce Development. She is also a doctoral student at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. She has an interest in civic leadership and its impact on community college students.  toelke@neosho.edu
Kathryn Onorato is Resident Director and Director of the Eileen N. Lieben Center for Women at Creighton University in Omaha, Nebraska. She recently graduated from Creighton University Law School with a master’s in negotiation and dispute resolution and higher education.  kathrynonorato@creighton.edu
Dina Pacis is an associate professor in educational administration at National University in San Diego, California. She is California’s State Coordinator of Educational Administration Internship. Dina is interested in cultural competence, which informs her work in aspiring educational leaders.  dpacis@nu.edu 
John Palladino is Professor of Special Education at Eastern Michigan University. His teaching and research specialty areas include special education administration, youth mental health, educational services for at-risk populations, and gender studies.  john.palladino@emich.edu
Steve Patchin has engaged in successful careers managing big box retailers, teaching in secondary education, creating STEM-focused innovative outreach programs based in a higher education environment, and creating CareerFEST to engage students/companies in career exploration. He is a doctoral candidate at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  shpatchi@mtu.edu
Terri Pieretti serves as Administrator of the Behavioral Department, Fresno Unified School District, in Fresno, California. She works with the Juvenile Justice Department to build support systems to keep students in school. She also co-chairs the youth court program along with the presiding judge of the juvenile court in Fresno County.  terri.pieretti@natuniv.edu

Lina Reis is a 14-year-old high school student. She attends Michigan Connections Academy, a virtual high school, which allows her the opportunity to travel, attend educational conferences, and compete in equestrian shows.  linareis223@gmail.com
Tania Carlson Reis earned a Master of Arts from Teachers College at Columbia University in New York and a Ph.D. from University of Nebraska-Lincoln. She is an assistant professor in organizational learning and leadership at Gannon University in Erie, Pennsylvania.  reis001@gannon.edu
Trasima Richard is a 16-year education veteran of the K-12 public school system in Louisiana. She currently serves as a graduate research assistant in the Educational Foundations and Leadership Department at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. Her research interests include school culture, leadership, administrative policies and practices, and educational technology.  trasimarichard@gmail.com
Sonia Rodriguez received her doctorate from Texas State University. She has 20 years of experience working in public school systems and served 12 years as an administrator. Her research interests are women in educational leadership, women of color in the superintendency, and social justice.  soniaarlenerodriguez@gmail.com
Laura Salem is the English Language Learners (ELL) Supervisor for Lincoln Public Schools in Nebraska. Previously, she served as a secondary ELL coordinator, an ELL team leader, an ELL teacher, and a middle school resource teacher. She is currently working on an Ed.D. in educational administration at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.  lsalem@lps.org
Denise Schares serves as Assistant Professor of Educational Leadership at the University of Northern Iowa. She has held multiple leadership positions and frequently presents on alternative teacher licensure and adult learning along with leadership change efforts and cultural competency.  denise.schares@uni.edu
Melody Schopp was appointed as Cabinet Secretary for education in 2011 following 23 years of classroom experience. She received a bachelor’s and master’s degree from the University of Mary and a PhD from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Melody often refers to herself as the Green Acres Girl. While living in the capitol city of Pierre, Schopp returns home to the farm on weekends when possible to kick off the heels and rejuvenate. melody.schopp@state.sd.us
Will Sheppard is a doctoral student in educational administration at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln (UNL). He also serves as a residence director in housing at UNL.  wshepparh2@unl.edu
Sue Showers is a part-time speech-language pathologist for Lincoln Public Schools and a part-time graduate assistant in educational administration at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. She is completing her Ed.D. in P-12 educational administration and leadership. sue.showers72@gmail.com
Marie Simonsson graduated from the University of Houston with an Ed.D in administration and supervision. She is an associate professor at the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley and Interim Educational Leadership Doctoral Program Director. Her research interests relate to indicators of academic success.  marie.simonsson@utrgv.edu
Dawn Smith earned an Ed.D. in educational leadership from the University of Missouri and holds national board certification in English. She has taught more than 25 years in Missouri schools. Her areas of expertise include teacher leadership, curriculum, assessment, and professional development. Dawn is currently serving as her school district’s English language arts coordinator.  dawn.smith@sjsd.k12.mo.us
Brad Stauffer has spent most of his career building support for education in both K-12 and higher education. He uses his background in broadcast journalism and his experiences in public relations and communications to enhance organizational reputation.  bstauffer@unl.edu
Jae Strickland is a Ph.D. student at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. She has worked as an elementary school principal in an urban, high-poverty school and plans to research ways that community partners impact student achievement in Title I schools.  jaestrickland@icloud.com
Levonia Swails has served as an instructional coach for the last six years in the Akron Public Schools District in Ohio. She has provided professional development to individuals and school districts. Previously, she taught at the elementary level.  lswails@akron.k12.oh.us
Sally Thorp earned a Ph.D. in educational leadership from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. She taught for 24 years in Missouri schools. Her areas of expertise include curriculum, differentiation, professional development, and preparation and retention of educators. She now provides professional development for educators and teaches part-time at Northwest Missouri State University.  sallyt04@gmail.com
Jill Timmons is a special education supervisor for Lincoln Public Schools (LPS) in Nebraska. She supervises school psychologists and professional development for special education staff. Previously, she was a special education coordinator and a school psychologist for LPS. She is currently pursuing a Ph.D.  jtimmon@lps.org
Regina Toman currently works at the University of Nebraska at Omaha, where she serves as Assistant Dean and faculty member in the Women’s and Gender Studies Department. Her career in higher education includes a variety of positions in both academic and student affairs.  rtoman@unomaha.edu
Richard Torraco is an associate professor in the Department of Educational Administration at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He is a faculty member in the educational leadership and community college leadership programs. He conducts research and teaching in workforce and human resource development.  rtorraco1@unl.edu 
Minerva Tuliao is a doctoral student in the Department of Educational Administration at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. She holds a master’s degree in industrial-organizational psychology and was formerly a human resource development practitioner in Manila, Philippines.  minette878@gmail.com
Barbara Turner is a licensed psychologist, recently completing an M.A. from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, and is currently enrolled in a doctoral program.  turnertribes@gmail.com
Shaneice Udofia is Dean of Students at Integrated Learning Program, a part of the Omaha Public Schools in Nebraska. She has taught and currently serves in high poverty schools. Shaneice has been a new teacher mentor for several years.  shaneice.udofia@ops.org 
Gabriela Walker currently teaches undergraduate and graduate courses. Here research interests include autism spectrum disorders, teaching methodologies for special populations, global special education policies, gender education, IT impact on education, and disability rights policies. Gabriela’s work experience includes editorial work, teaching children with disabilities in Romania and in the United States.  gabriela.walker@usd.edu
Charie Worley is a doctoral student at Southeastern Louisiana University in Hammond, Louisiana. She currently serves as a high school assistant principal in Louisiana’s Ascension Parish School District. Her research interests include underrepresented Black female leaders, pluralistic leadership, culturally responsive leadership/teaching, and leading for social justice.  charie.worley@gmail.com
Jiangang Xia is an assistant professor in the Department of Educational Administration at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. His research interests focus on P-12 leadership/organization theory, policy analysis, quantitative methods, and large scale data analysis.  jxia@unl.edu
Maude Yacapsin, Associate Professor of Education at Messiah College, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania, specializes in high impact strategies and content integration for online learning. Her doctoral degree is from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in higher education administration.  myacapsin@messiah.edu
Christina Yao is an assistant professor of educational administration at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Her research interests are campus climate for underrepresented students, diversity in higher education, international education, and critical qualitative methods.  cyao@unl.edu
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