
MA Final Project Guidelines 
Descrip(on 
 

The MA final project is meant to be a summa6ve work that showcases what students have 
learned in their master’s program and how they apply this learning to their teaching prac6ce or 
educa6onal se>ng. Projects can vary from tradi6onal research papers (e.g., ac6on research 
projects, case studies, literature reviews, classroom-based research, book studies) to curriculum 
(re)designs, arts-based/mul6modal projects, mul6media community ini6a6ves, and other 
innova6ve works. For more details on the types of projects, what they might include, and some 
example abstracts click HERE.  

 
Students should work closely with their advisors to create a project plan that fits their interests 
and needs. Together students and their advisor should establish project goals and outcomes 
and set a 6meline. Students should keep UNL Graduate Studies’ final semester deadlines in 
mind as they plan.   
 
Following are suggested criteria for the crea6on and evalua6on of MA final projects, and you 
talk with your advisor to set evalua6on criteria. 
 
Guiding Criteria for Project Crea(on and Evalua(on 
 
Depth of Inquiry: The project explores/inves6gates the project topic with depth representa6ve 
of graduate level work. 
 
Summa>ve Nature: The project is a program-ending summa6ve work that encompasses key 
learning from throughout the students’ master’s degree program.  
 
Connec>on to Relevant Research: The project makes connec6ons to recent, relevant 
educa6onal research and scholarship. 
 
Connec>on to Prac>ce: The project connects to candidate’s current or future educa6onal / 
professional prac6ce. 
 
Recommenda>ons 
 

• Students should complete the summa6ve project in the last semester(s) of your 
program. 

• Before their final semester, students should review the MA Milestones and make note of 
deadlines to graduate. 

• Students should meet with their advisor early and frequently during the summa6ve 
project process. 

https://uofnelincoln-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/tcatalano2_unl_edu/ET-ecqAP0spNpS6mXzr8NuUBj06-VXS85qdMWVqPMMeyYg?e=h5vmrL
https://graduate.unl.edu/academics/program-steps/masters-degree-steps-to-completion
https://graduate.unl.edu/academics/program-steps/masters-degree-steps-to-completion


• Comple6on of this project typically involves mul6ple draTs, and mul6ple mee6ngs with 
one’s advisor. 

• Length of the summa6ve project can vary greatly depending upon topic and format. 
• Research wri6ng conven6ons are expected (APA Guidelines latest Edi6on). 
• Policies for student use of genera6ve AI should be explicitly stated / nego6ated prior to 

beginning the work of the project.  
 
Timeline 
 

• Students should keep track of MA Milestones and deadlines for paperwork submission 
to Graduate Studies. 

• The semester before an6cipated gradua6on, students should meet with their advisor to 
discuss their ideas/possibili6es for their project. 

• The final project is oTen completed in one semester; however, it may take mul6ple 
semesters, depending on the topic and format of the project. 
 
 

 
 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/index.html
https://graduate.unl.edu/academics/program-steps/masters-degree-steps-to-completion

