Personal Statement Outline

You can use this outline to organize your thoughts for your personal statement. This outline is for general personal statements that do not have a specific prompt and can help you organize your thoughts. Remember to be as specific as possible and add your voice into your writing. Once you have your thoughts organized then build them into your full essay.

	Introduction Paragraph: (sometimes it’s easier to write the intro last)
· Introduce yourself 
· Why are you a good candidate?
· What motivates you?
· Explain why you want to be in the program and study in this field, and demonstrate your understanding of it
· What excites you about the program and why do you want to learn more?
· How did you first learn about the field?

	Take notes here





	Body Paragraphs: (this can be as many paragraphs as you need)
BE SPECIFIC!
· What are your specific interests in the field?
· What experiences do you have within the field/that are related to the field?
· This could be work, research, classes, conversations with people in the field, books you’ve read, seminars you’ve attended, etc.
· How has your interest grown with your experiences?
· Relate what you know about the field and use field specific language

	Take notes here





	Conclusion Paragraph: (wrap everything up and final reminders)
· Refer back to your introduction paragraph or specific details that you want to restate/remind the reader of
· Talk about what you want for the future: any professional/career goals, what you see for yourself in this field

	Take notes here





