PERSONAL STATEMENT
This is your opportunity to sell yourself in the application process.
Statements should be 2-3 pages.
1.5 spaced, 12pt Times New Roman, 1” margins

Questions to ask yourself before you write:

What's special, unique, distinctive, and/or impressive about you or your life story?

What details of your life (personal or family problems, history, people or events that have
shaped you or influenced your goals) might help the committee better understand you or
help set you apart from other applicants?

When did you become interested in this field and what have you learned about it (and
about yourself) that has further stimulated your interest and reinforced your conviction
that you are well suited to this field? What insights have you gained?

If you have worked a lot during your college years, what have you learned (leadership or
managerial skills, for example), and how has that work contributed to your growth?

What are your career goals?

Are there any gaps or discrepancies in your academic record that you should explain (great
grades but mediocre LSAT or GRE scores, for example, or a distinct upward pattern to your
GPA if it was only average in the beginning)?

What skills (for example, leadership, communicative, analytical) do you possess?

Is there a specific faculty member with research interests that align with yours that you
would like to work with? If so, please elaborate.

What are the most compelling reasons you can give for the admissions committee to be
interested in you?

General advice

Tell a story. Think in terms of showing or demonstrating through concrete experience. One
of the worst things you can do is to bore the admissions committee. If your statement is
fresh, lively, and different, you'll be putting yourself ahead of the pack. If you distinguish
yourself through your story, you will make yourself memorable.

Be specific. Don't, for example, state that you would make an excellent doctor unless you
can back it up with specific reasons. Your desire to become a lawyer, engineer, or whatever
should be logical, the result of specific experience that is described in your statement. Your
application should emerge as the logical conclusion to your story.

Concentrate on your opening paragraph. The lead or opening paragraph is generally the
most important. It is here that you grab the reader's attention or lose it. This paragraph
becomes the framework for the rest of the statement.

Do some research about the school and program.

Be meticulous. Type and proofread your essay very carefully. Many admissions officers say
that good written skills and command of correct use of language are important to them as
they read these statements. Express yourself clearly and concisely.



